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Exchequer was established in 1585 (27 Eliz. 8). A similar
court for appeals from the Exchequer was created in 1589
(31 Eliz. i). For some purposes, e.g. in the post-nati case
and in that of Hampden, all twelve judges were associated
together. The commissions of ' Oyer and Terminer' and
' Gaol Delivery,' under which the justices went on circuit,
are printed below (pp. 361, 363). For this purpose the
English counties were now divided into six circuits, and
the justices of both benches, with the Barons of the Ex-
chequer and the Lord Chancellor, were employed. It was
probably to facilitate their participation in these duties that
the Barons of the Exchequer were in Elizabeth's reign
placed on a level with the justices of either bench (cf.

P- MS)-

One of the most striking features of the,, Tudor system
was the large number of courts possessing special jurisdic-
tion or dealing with limited districts. Several of these were
established in the sixteenth century, but some were of
older date. One group of these courts was associated with
certain great officers, such as the Lord Steward of the
Household, the Lord Admiral (see below, p. cxii), and the
Earl Marshal. Another group dealt with special branches
of the revenue : such were the Court of Augmentations and
the- Court of First-fruits and Tenths, the outcome of the
Keformation, and the Court of Wards and Liveries, which
maintained the feudal rights of the crown. A third group
consisted of the older palatine and local courts, the Courts
of the Duchy of Lancaster and the County of Chester, and
the Stannary Courts in the Duchy of Cornwall. The forest-
courts, which still maintained a certain jurisdiction over
considerable tracts of country, are among the oldest of these
local tribunals.

But none of these special courts was so important or so
cbaracteristic of the Tudor times as the courts of the Presi-
dent and Council in the North Parts and of the President
and Council of Wales and the Marches. The Council of
the North was set up in 1539, but appears to have had no